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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 878 
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TAGS MARR, APER, GR 

SUBJEECT: SUPPORT OF US DELEGATION IN BASERIGHTS 
NEGOTIATION 

FOR EUR/EX 

REFS: A. STATE 022352 

B. RATTRAY-PUGH TELECON OF JAN 30 

1. DISCUSSIONS WITH GOG ON BASES AND FACILITIES IN 
GREECE CHEDULED TO BEGIN FEBRUARY 10 WILL GENERATE 
CONSIDERABLE WORKLOAD FOR EMBASSY SECRETARIAL STAFF. 
POL/MIL SECRETARY HAS DEPARTED POST AND INTERIM 
REPLACEMENT (MARY MERRITT) WILL BE AVAIL ABE FOR ONLY 
LIMITED ADDITIONAL TIME. NEW POL/MIL SECRETARY 
(PHYLLIS BISSEL) IS EXPECTED AT POST IN FEBRUARY, BUT 

IS SLATED TO REPLACE AMBASSADOR'S SECRETARY 
(GWEN PETTITJEAN) WHILE LATTER IS ON HOME LEAVE. 

NET RESULT, EVEN ASSUMING AVAILABILITY OF MARY MERRITT 
THROUGHOUT PERIOD. IS PROBABLE INABILITY ADEQUATELY 
SUPPORT US DELEGATION. 

2. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE SECRETARIAL AUGMENTATION 
FOR INITIAL ROUND OF TALKS, WHICH WILL BE OF 
INDETERMINATE BUT RELATIVELY BRIEF DURATION. WE 
WOULD SUGGEST THAT AUGMENTEE PLAN ON STAYING AT 
LEAST ONE WEEK AND PERHAPS TWO WEEKS. 
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